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Synopsis

In praise of Charlie D. "Falloon’s eloquent explication of the life of the legendary Charlie D delivers a
good read while exposing that most under-publicized commodity of them all-a mega-trader with a
low public profile whose superhuman trading abilities were exceeded by only one thing-the
extended reach of his heart and soul." -Patrick H. Arbor Chairman, Chicago Board of Trade "Charlie
D. is a tribute to the entrepreneurial spirit of Charlie D, whose legend still lives today on our trading
floors. It also captures the essence of the men and women of Chicago who, working in a unique
environment, through their trading provide economic benefits around the world." -Thomas R.
Donovan President and Chief Executive Officer Chicago Board of Trade "Charlie D was unique-a
poker-faced, unemotional, swashbuckling trader every other trader seeks to emulate. At the same
time, he was also a model of trading integrity and one of the most generous people | have ever
known. Whether trading or gambling, vacationing with family or go Ifing with superstars, he did
everything with a special flair and spirit. Charlie was truly larger than life." -Thomas DeMark Author
of The New Science of Technical Analysis and New Market Timing Techniques "Falloon captures
the essence of the Charlie D | knew and rekindles my memories of a larger-than-life individual-how
he laughed in the face of cancer, his generosity, and his sense of humor." -Mike Manning Rand
Financial Services, Inc. "Charlie D was the most dynamic trader I've ever seen in my nineteen years

in this business, and, beyond that, the best human being I've known." -Tom Fitzgerald TPF Trading
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Customer Reviews

When this book first came out, | was a bit skeptical. It is not often that a man that you have never



met decides to honor your own father, but chooses not to speak to you about him. | grew up with
Charles DiFrancesca. He was my father, my best friend, and a true mentor. The stories in this book,

however lavish they might seem, are true, but | cannot begin to express how much was left unsaid.

Charlie D was clearly a great guy. Reading of his struggle with cancer and how he dealt with it was
the most inspiring part. Also the testimonial from his former girlfriend was enjoyable. Unfortunately,
the writer was very jumpy and didn’t consistently tell the story. The parts on trading were particularly
boring and not helpful. | did enjoy the book based on the personality of Charlie D which comes thru

along with the anecdotal stories. Be prepared to skim the slow parts.

| think the this book has been totally misunderstood by most people, because while it is about
trading, it is not a trading book like Borcillino’s book or "pit bull." It is a beautiful story about a man
who overcame great odds...it just so happens to take place on the trading floor, which makes for

great drama for finance and non-finance types alike

The meat is in Charlie D’s lecture, a little foreplay before, nothing later on. The rest of the book
looks like it is written for the Sports lllustrated book of the month club."The principles of trading are
the same if you're trading 10,20,50 or 100 contracts at a time, or if you're simply trading one. But it
takes less time to make more money when you're a larger trader."When Charlie figured out trading
calendar spreads was the most consistent way to make money he mastered the concept and
started trading 50-lots at a time instead of always living in fear of losing money trading 1-lots.He
took little blips out (of the market) with enormous size.Everybody’s trading price relationships, you
have to have a position on to earn a living. The bigger the position the less time it takes and the
more you earn. Always challenge yourself to do it bigger and better and with more size."The longer
time you serve ... with a position on, the more you know about yourself and the more you know
about trading.""One of the most important things you learn with positions on is how to get out of a
trade. You have to take losses today so that you can come back tomorrow.""The time you know
you’ve become a good trader is that first day you were able to win by holding and adding to a

winning position."---000----

Charlie D is a wonderful biography that | could not stop reading. It helps put things into perspective.
Investing and making money is one thing, but you have to live life as well otherwise you won’t be

able to appreciate your work and money. This book will give some motivation and help your



psychological frame of mind, but will not directly help your stock picking and trading like the other

books.

Charlie D was clearly a great guy. Reading of his struggle with cancer and how he dealt with it was
the most inspiring part. Also the testimonial from his former girlfriend was enjoyable. Unfortunately,
the writer was very jumpy and didn’t consistently tell the story. The parts on trading were particularly
boring and not helpful.l did enjoy the book based on the personality of Charlie D which comes thru

along with the anecdotal stories. Be prepared to skim the slow parts.

| read this book very quickly and thought it did a fairly good job of telling the reader about Charlie
D’s life. My main complaints are that | felt there had to be more people that could provide
information on Charlie D then just the few mentioned. | would also like to know what happend to the

surviving family members?

This is not a trading book. You will not learn anything about trading. What you will learn is the life of
Charlie D. What he stood for, his true love for the pit and trading. Unfortunately you can’t stop
thinking if the author couldn’t have done a better job with this book.At least 2 chapters have nothing
to do with Charlie and the ones that talk about him you can’t stop thinking that more could have

been said.Nevertheless, | did appreciate the reading.
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